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We must be the catalyst to protect children by:

Being a leader in effective and cost efficient utilization of 

community resources for the treatment of children and 

families

Providing for the protection of the community through just 

and speedy consequences

Being sensitive and responsive to individual victims and 

their families, while improving outcomes for youth

Source:  Montgomery County, Ohio Juvenile Court  

Goals of Juvenile Courts



Learning Objectives

• Why Diversion?

• Diversion approach in a low-income suburb of a large city

• School centered diversion approach utilized in a major 

metropolitan city

• Community based diversion approach of a large city

• Diversion approach of a medium sized county

• State wide approach to mental health focused diversion



Statistical Reality of Racial and Ethnic 

Disparity
• 73.6 million youth under the age of 18 in America

• 59% white

• 41% racial minorities

• Of the youth detained by law enforcement in America

• 27.4% white

• 72.6% racial minorities

• African American Youth represent

• 13% of the total juvenile population but 

• 42% of juveniles arrested and detained

• 39% of juveniles placed in a residential facility

• 32% of juveniles on probation

• 35% of juveniles adjudicated

• 40% of juveniles transferred to adult prison

• 58% of juveniles sentenced to prison



2X

Students with 

disabilities are 

twice as likely to 

receive an out-of-

school suspension 

than those without 

disabilities

3X

Students suspended or 

expelled are nearly 

three times as likely to 

be in contact with the 

juvenile justice system 

the next year than their 

peers

1:4

More than one in 

four boys of color 

with disabilities 

receive an out-of-

school suspension

4X
Students who are arrested and 

subsequently are processed through 

the court system are 4 times more 

likely than non-arrested peers to fail 

to graduate.

2X
Being arrested doubles 

a student’s likelihood of 

failing to graduate.

Statistical Reality of School Related 

Offenses



Statistical 

Reality of 

Juveniles 

with Mental 

Health 

and/or 

Trauma
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• Disproportionate Minority Contact 
Diversion Initiative (DMC)

• Dayton Mediation Center
• Ten and Under
• Truancy Court
• Diversion Unit
• SBIRT

Diversion in Action





“Juvenile Justice Systems will generally have greater success getting the most 

beneficial results from their intervention efforts by focusing the most effective 

and costly interventions on the most high-risk juveniles and providing less 

intensive and costly interventions to the lower risk cases.”



Diversion of youth from 

formal involvement in the 

juvenile justice process 

serves to reduce the 

unintended negative impact 

of the system  (trauma)

and has contributed to 

reductions in recidivism, 

reduced overall costs, and 

an improved array of 

services to youth and their 

family.  
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Judge Anthony Capizzi
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937-496-6600
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Contact Information
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Designed to improve the safety and 

well-being of children in the dependency 

system by providing parents access to 

drug and alcohol treatment, judicial 

monitoring of their sobriety and 

individualized services to support the 

entire family.

– Protect the public while also preventing 

youth with mental illnesses from repeatedly 

cycling through a juvenile justice system 

that is not equipped to assist them

– Help identify the mental health needs of 

detained youth, provide more effective 

treatment and improved safety

Juvenile

Treatment 

Court

Family

Treatment 

Court

L.I.F.E.

Court

Began in 1998 Expanded Served Graduation Rate
1500 
youth 

since 2005

Now serves 
100-125 

youth 
per year

Averaged
25 youth 
per year

64%

20%

30%

Graduation rates are 20-30% higher 

for FTC participants than for 

comparison participants 

Graduation Rate Increase 

20%

40%

Family reunification rates are 

approximately 20 – 40% higher for 

FTCs than for the comparison group

Reunification Rate Increase 



55% decrease in total number of youth detained!
53% decrease in youth of color annually detained!

2009- Youth of Color Annual 
Admission - 1478

2010- 624 Youth Released 

27% of Youth to IC Released

73% of Youth to IC Detained

2017- Youth of Color Annual 
Admission - 694

2017- 1322 Youth Released

56% of Youth Released

44% of Youth Detained

JDAI Success


